
  

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

   

Waikerie Lutheran  
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Phone: 08 8541 2344 

Mobile: 0457 265 377 

Principal: Adam Borgas 
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GROWING WITH GRATITUDE 

Last Thursday, we were visited by Ash Manuel who came to WLPS to talk about 

Growing with Gratitude. Ash visited each class during the day and showed the 

students and teachers alike some ways in which we can train ourselves to look 

at the positives in situations or to, at the very least, cope with situations that 

sometimes challenge how we feel. Through an engaging and interactive 

presentation, Ash showed the students how to use some very simple and  

practical methods, that can be used everyday to help us grow with gratitude.   

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

Week 2 

Tue 1 Aug 

Fri 4 Aug 

 

Choir Concert 

8:50am Chapel 

Week 3 

Mon 7 Aug 

 

Wed 9 Aug 

Thur 10 Aug 

Fri 11 Aug 

 

No Buses  

8:50am Assembly 

Year 6/7 Camp 

Year 6/7 Camp 

Year 6/7 Camp 

8:50am Chapel 

SAPSASA Athletics 

Week 4 

Mon 14 Aug 

Fri 18 Aug 

 

8:50am Assembly 

8:50am Chapel 

Week 5 

Mon  21 Aug 

Fri 25 Aug 

 

8:50am Assembly 

8:50am Chapel 

Week 7 

Thu 7 Sept 

Week 8 

Thu 14 Sept 

                                  

School Photo Day 

 

School Concert 

Our students are:  

Balanced, Caring, Communicators, Inquiriers, Knowledgeable, Open-Minded, Principled, Reflective, Risk-Taskers and Thinkers 
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‘Hello’ from the F-1 class! 

We have some very excited children  

to be back at school, and  

some new faces to join our fun too!  

Through Hands On Learning students have 

shown great social skill development with each 

other by using team work, respecting each oth-

er and sharing ideas. Students have also been 

practicing their handwriting with 

enthusiasm, and big improvements  

are being noticed! 

  A SNAPSHOT OF THE F/1 CLASS 

 



Waikerie Lutheran Primary School is a Christ-Centred community equipping each student for life.   SCHOOL NEWS 
 

From the Principal 
Last week we had ‘in-class’ visits from Ash Manuel, the creator of the  

Growing With Gratitude program that our school is trialling as a way to  

address positive wellbeing amongst our students. Ash said to staff, that in  

essence, there are two response switches in our minds: a gratitude switch 

and a switch to respond without gratitude.  This response can be critical, or 

just downright negative.   

Having two kids, two adults and a baby turned toddler in ‘The Borgas  

Caravan of Courage’ the trip taught our family that gratefulness is the only 

way to build esteem and positive relationships.  Being grateful is a habit and 

a skill that I am so glad we are pursuing with our students.  On behalf of  

parents, I thank staff for the excellent job they are doing in the area of  

wellbeing as we trial programs like growing with Gratitude.   

Wonder:  In all of our travels up the east coast of Australia, it 

was on our return to Adelaide where I found the most grateful 

and therefore the happiest people in all of my travels.  I was 

pushing Ava past the Hut Street Centre where people (who 

are struggling with homelessness) were just finishing their 

breakfast. As they came out onto the street, every one of 

those Hutt Street Centre clients said good morning with a 

smile on their face. That’s gratefulness! 

 

 

Staff Farewell 
At the beginning of this 

week Jodie Simpfendorfer 

tendered her resignation 

for the position of Learning Support 

Officer at WLPS.   

Jodie is looking to gain experience 

within the public school system, with 

the hope of gaining employment 

with high school aged children in 

the future.  

Over the next two weeks, Jodie will 

be working with us as per her  

normal schedule. In this time the 

school will make arrangements to 

adequately cover the needs of staff 

and students within Learning  

Support and the community will be 

notified of these arrangements in 

due time.   

We thank Jodie for her work at our 

school and wish her God’s  

blessings.  

Advanced Bus Notice 
Please note that due to student free 

days and school closures at Waikerie 

High, Waikerie Primary and Ramco, 

the buses will be not be running on 

Monday, 7th August and Friday, 8th 
September.  

Choir Rehearsal and Concert 
Tonight, Tuesday, 1st August 

the Festival of Music choir will 

travel to the Chaffey Theatre 

to take part in the combined 

Festival of Music Choir concert. Choir 

students need to arrive at the Chaffey 

Theatre between 7:00pm and 7:10pm 

in their choir uniform (coloured t-shirt,  

dark pants and dark shoes). Good 

luck to everyone involved - we know 

that you will have fun and do a fan-

tastic job. 

Book Club 
A reminder that  

orders for the  

current Scholastic 

Book Club Catalogue are due back 

to school by this Friday, 4th August. 

Woolworths Earn and Learn  
The Woolworths’ Earn and 

Learn stickers are back again 

from Wednesday 26th July 

until Tuesday 19th September.  

Please collect them as you go through 

the register, as every sticker earned is a 

point for our school which can be used 

to purchase valuable resources.  

You can return your completed sticker 

sheet to either to the WLPS box at 

Woolworths or send them into school. 

2017 Term Dates 

Term 3: 24 Jul - 29 Sep 

Term 4: 16 Oct - 13 Dec 
 

School Office Hours 

8:30am - 4:00pm 
 

Office Staff 

Business Manager 

Mrs Van Niekerk 
 

Administration 

Mrs Kalisch 

Mrs Schmidt 

Mrs  Shugg  
 

Families in our Prayers this week 

Honeyman 

Hull 

Kroehn, A&A 

Kroehn, A&L 

Kroehn, C&P 

 

 

 
 

 

Waikerie Lutheran Parish  

Worship Roster 

Sunday, 6th August 

Waikerie:  10:00am HC 

Lowbank:  8:45am at WLPS 

Morgan: 5:00pm HC 

Ramco: 8:45am HC 

 

 

Pastor Lee Kroehn: 0407600293 

Office:  8541 2689 

Office Hours: 10am-1pm  
Thursday and Friday 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays  

Hannah McPherson &  
Aby Mihalopoulos 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
Teachers are encouraging the attitudes of appreciation, commitment, confidence, cooperation,  

creativity, curiosity, empathy, enthusiasm, independence, integrity, respect and tolerance as a tool kit 

for successfully relating with others. As a way of celebrating the demonstration of these attitudes by  

students, staff have elected these students this week. 

Year 6/7 Class (Mr Braun and Mrs Krieg-Owens) 
Integrity - Felicity Arnold. Felicity has begun Term 3 with a positive attitude and principled manner. She 

has demonstrated integrity in the classroom by making great choices and being an excellent role  

model to her peers. Well done Felicity! 

Cooperation - Stella Thomas. Stella has made a positive start to Term 3. She has shown great  

cooperation skills when working in small groups, particularly contributing her ideas and sharing the 

workload. Keep it up Stella! 

Year 5 Class (Mrs Burns) 
Commitment - Amity Burns. Your commitment towards your maths was clearly evident last week when 

you confidently asked questions for meaning and clarity. Keep it up Amity! 

Confidence - Latia Loffler. Your ability to successfully lead the SSP poster work for Mrs Lloyd in Week 1 

showed both confidence and integrity, much appreciated. Well done! 

Year 3/4 Class (Mr Fladrich) 
Confidence - Grace Borgas. Grace has confidently slipped back into the routines and procedures of 

the Year 3/4 class. We love having you back Grace! 

Commitment – Gemma Gay. Gemma displayed excellent commitment towards her work when  

working independently and with her “pop stick” partner. Keep up the great work Gemma! 

Year 1/2 Class (Mrs Canney and Mrs Beelitz) 
Confidence - Adele Arnold. Adele showed confidence to work on money calculations; contributing to 

class problem solving and working independently to solve money problems! 

Integrity - Callie Loffler. Callie was helpful to another student, without prompting, by inviting them into 

her play during lunchtime. It is great to see her looking out for others! 

Foundation/Year 1 Class (Miss Corbett) 
Enthusiasm – Jaxon Cooper. It is great to see and hear your enthusiasm when participating in our whole 

group learning time! This week your contributions to our rhyming banks was fantastic. Keep it up Jaxon! 

Cooperation - Alexander Wood. Well done for settling into the F/1 class and working with your peers so 

well this week! You have readily taken up your classroom job to keep the room tidy with minimal  

reminding. Go Alexander! 

Well done to over one third of our student population who 

were presented with a certificate of congratulations for  

applying for a space to garden at our school.  We have found 

you all a place on the school grounds to look after!  Each 

group has been given a signed certificate which they can present at Mitre 10 to exchange for a free 

small punnet of veggies or flowers.  Thank you to Mike, Sharee and the team at Mitre 10 for their  

support of the students as they use their initiative to brighten up our school! 

GARDENING AT WLPS 
 



 

 

Waikerie Lutheran Primary School is a Christ-Centred community equipping each student for life.   PARENTING INSIGHTS 
 

HEADLICE INFORMATION SHEET 
 

 

A sample pack 
of nit shampoo 

is available 
from the office 
if you 

require 
one! 

 

  CORNER OF PEACE 
Parenting kids through the challenges of change: 

2. Look after yourself (and your partner) 

Change is usually stressful for adults. Feelings of anxiety are common in times of uncertainty. “Will 

life ever return to normal?” is a common question. Self-care is essential in times of change. It is hard 

to parent well when you are stressed, anxious or depressed so do all you can to stick to the building 

blocks of well being. 

That is, sleep well (life’s always better after a good night’s sleep); get some exercise (to release the 

feel-good endorphins); actively maintaining your support networks (talking about difficulties is  

therapeutic); get some relaxation (it is important to take your mind off your worries for a time) and  

pursue at least one interest that you enjoy (fun and play is an antidote to depression). 

3. Stay optimistic 

Optimism is characteristic of resilient people. I’m not suggesting that you take a Pollyanna-ish  

attitude that “everything will be all right”. Instead project the attitude that the current situation may 

be difficult or that life at the moment may be difficult or that life at the moment may be hard but 

you will get through this. “This too shall pass!” is a powerful resilience concept for kids to experience 

and learn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When look at our reflection, in a mirror or in the water, we see that whatever we do to it, so it does the 

same back to us (e.g. if we smile it smiles back,); similarly Jesus tells us that we need to do to others that 

which we would have them do to us, reflecting his love to all people. 

God bless you all this week, 

Moira 

(Chaplain/Pastoral Care) 

 

 

   THE WINE AND FOOD NIGHT IS BACK!! 



COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 

 


